 

 

 

ST. BRIAVELS PARISH COUNCIL
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To: The Chief Executive 						Our ref: ABUHB COVID-19 Vaccinations
Aneurin Bevan University Health Board					Your ref:
St Cadoc’s Hospital							Date: 	  29 January 2021
Lodge Road
Caerleon								cc  GLOS CCG
Newport   NP18 3XQ 							      County Director of Public Health										      Mark Harper MP			
									      Cllr  Patrick Molyneux GCC
									      Cllr Chris McFarling FODDC
Dear Sir/Madam

St Briavels Parish Council has instructed me to write to you regarding its deep concerns about the rollout of the COVID-19 vaccinations for our parishioners. 

The parish of St Briavels falls within the English county of Gloucestershire in the Forest of Dean District.  The local GP provider is The Wye Valley Practice, which comes under the auspices of your Health Board.  Through no fault of the practice staff, we feel the provision of this vital vaccination service for our parish is an unacceptable victim of cross-border arrangements.

We wish to point out that England resident patients served by the Welsh arrangements are getting poorer service than their neighbours who are served by the English NHS via the Gloucestershire CCG arrangements.  Also, that those England resident patients served by ABUHB have the legal right to be served under English law, policies, and practices.  As such, those patients should be able to be vaccinated at Forest of Dean hubs, and we feel that ABUHB should have a duty to ensure that option is available.

We understand that our parishioners will be invited to attend central mass vaccination hubs, currently in Cwmbran and Newport under the ABUHB governance.  Not only are there evident delays in our highest priority groups being made aware of this and being invited to attend, the difficulties regarding distance, practical transport, and physical and mental considerations for those that are the most vulnerable in our community, make this a difficult choice.

The vaccination provision in the rest of the Forest has been a GP-led campaign commissioned by Glos CCG to Practices in the Forest registered with Glos CCG, so they manage the invitations and bookings to a central mass vaccination hub in the Cinderford Dockham Road Practice (a much closer proximity for our residents).  We understand this has gone well.

We contacted the Wye Valley Practice to see if we could support in any way and know they have raised with ABUHB on behalf of patients, concerns about communication, invites, transport, access and convenience of the Mass Vaccination Centre.  From the information supplied, we also fully appreciate the logistical challenge of both supply and appropriate delivery venues.

We strongly feel that ABUHB must review this situation which is to the detriment of our most vulnerable parishioners during an unprecedented time of anxiety and mental stress for them.  We urge you to liaise and make appropriate arrangements with the Glos CCG to enable St Briavels parishioners or any England resident patients registered at the Wye Valley Practice to be offered vaccination using Glos CCG facilitation. 

We look forward to hearing your response and positive actions to address this.  Given the urgency of this matter we would appreciate a response as soon as possible – thank you.

Yours sincerely

[image: ]
Ellen Hopper
Clerk & RFO, St Briavels Parish Council
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